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Dear Chairman Powell:

This bill would create the Governor's Office of Public Safety Support to provide counseling and

other critical incident support services to agenoies employing public safety officers. The offÏce
may directly provide counseling seryices to publíc safety officers and their immediate families,
but the offioo must also develop and host training related to critical incident stress management

and certify individuals who have received the training. The office would be assigned to the

Depaftment of Public Safety for administrative purposes.

Number of Individuals Covered
Numerous state agenoíes and local entities cumently plovide counseling and training seryices to
individuals in the public safety field. This bill expands the definition of a public safety officer to
include law enforcement offïcers, firefighters, emergency medioal teohnicians, Geotgia National
Guard members, state highway employees, and emergency management rescue specialists. See

Table I for the populations of these groups.

Table 1. Public Safety Officer Recip ients by Groufi
Public Safety Officer Type Count

POS T-Ceúi fi ed I nd ividuals (Law Enforcement, Co rections)
Firefighters (Full-time, Part-time, and Volunteer)

Emergency Medical Technicians

Georgia National Guard Members

State Highway Employees

Ernetgency Management Rescue Specialists

Total

61,536

31,087

21,780

13,804

2,603

192

131,002
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Cost to Operate Governor's Office of Public Safety Support
The cost estimate for the office is based on a similar program in South Calolina, the anticipated

workload, and other information provided by the Georgia Department of Publio Safety (DPS). As
shown in Table 2, we estimated annual costs of approximately $1.3 million and one-time costs of
$270,000. The cost estimate includes I I positions. In addition to a dirçctor and assistant dircctor,
clinicians would be assigned to north and south Georgia to coordinate events for their half of the

state. A total of fïve regional peers would travel within the two regions to provide training or direct

counseling selices as needed. Two administrative assistant positions are also included.

Table 2. Estimated Cost of Governor's Office of Public
Tlpe ofDxpense

Personnel (l I positions)

Vehicles (9)

Seminars

Trainings and Certifications

Other Operati[g

Total

One-Time

$270,000

$270,000

Annunl
$1,159,317

$t 8,000

$88,000

$55,000

$12.000

$1,332,317

It should be noted that the costs csuld increase depending on the frequency of emergencies, officer
shootings, and other ttauma-induoing events each year. In addition, the estimate does not include

funding for additional office spâoe, if needed.

Sincerely,
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Greg S. Griffin
State Auditor

Teresa A. MacCartney, Director
Office of Planning and Budget
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